Changing the face

Change it ! 

« you must take in account the utility of inutility » Eugene Ionesco, Franco Romanian Writer

Type : Competition

Clients : Dupont / Architizer / YEM / UAR / Karo Films / RIBA

Status : Concept

Location : Moscow , Russia

Team participant number : /

Number of members : 1

Team leading member : /

The main goal of the Competition is to rebuild the façade for the Pushkinsky Cinema

Hall. Participants will remake the marred exterior of the hall and bring it to a state befitting its status as a pivotal venue of the Moscow International Film Festival, its position at the center of Russia’s cultural life, and its status as a landmark of Pushkin Square, one of Moscow’s major squares.

Old ! Decrepit ! Ugly ! Those are the words that can sadly be used to describe the Pushkinsky cinema in Moscow, built while the communist period in Russia, it use to be a showcase of the techniques possessed by the USSR, today, it has been converted into a cinema but the building is dying, it's fading away, our mission bring it back!

Today it has to live to new standards, and an ever-changing Moscow city

At first I wondered, how could this ancient idol be resurrected to its former glory ?

It's location seemed to be an advantage, smackbang in the middle of the city.

The following explanations will retake the « _____ it » structure organized on the project board

There will also be extra explanation concernig the materials and design processes

► Plot it

(Address: Pushkin Square, 2, metro stations: Chekhovskaya, Pushkinskaya, Tverskaya). The Pushkinsky cinema hall is located at Pushkin Square, historically known as Strastnaya Square, in the center of Moscow, at the junction of Tverskaya Street and the Boulevard Ring. This place is one

most favoured by Muscovites and visitors. The mini-park near the monument to A. S. Pushkin has been a traditional venue for dates, business appointments, and friendly get togethers.

What we need to do is give added value to this place, make it relive, with the location being a very strong point!

► Use it

The building is a « grand monolith » it stand there in the square like a giant bloc, and it's façade is heavy, like a cube

But hey, this is a cinema, isn't it ?? what if we could have a cinema inside out !?

This idea was the very first one that came to my mind, we could use this very heavy heavy façade to project pictures/short movies/ etc... on to it, this perpetual projection, can make the building and the square a lively place, especially at night. The projections will continually change the face of the building.

But  what will we project on it ?

► Connect it

We are currently living in a social life age, it's everyhere

-mobile phones

-everyday life

-facebook

-blogs

-MSN/SKype etc...

Could we apply some of it here ?

We could project on on of the faces of the building.

Facebook is without a doubt the largest intenet social site, and it is a total social  phenomena, nowadays, there is so much facebook going on, every site has it's own little « I like » box 

Facebook changed the society in which we live, and you can feel it, facebook knows it all and has profile on every single member!, this has led to serious conspiracy theories, but that doesn't belong here.

People on Facebook

· More than 500 million active users 

· 50% of our active users log on to Facebook in any given day 

· Average user has 130 friends 

· People spend over 700 billion minutes per month on Facebook 

Activity on Facebook 

· There are over 900 million objects that people interact with (pages, groups, events and community pages) 

· Average user is connected to 80 community pages, groups and events 

· Average user creates 90 pieces of content each month 

· More than 30 billion pieces of content (web links, news stories, blog posts, notes, photo albums, etc.) shared each month. 

Global Reach

· More than 70 translations available on the site 

· About 70% of Facebook users are outside the United States 

· Over 300,000 users helped translate the site through the translations application 

Platform

· Entrepreneurs and developers from more than 190 countries build with Facebook Platform 

· People on Facebook install 20 million applications every day 

· Every month, more than 250 million people engage with Facebook on external websites 

· Since social plugins launched in April 2010, an average of 10,000 new websites integrate with Facebook every day 

· More than 2.5 million websites have integrated with Facebook, including over 80 of comScore's U.S. Top 100 websites and over half of comScore's Global Top 100 websites 

Mobile

· There are more than 250 million active users currently accessing Facebook through their mobile devices. 

· People that use Facebook on their mobile devices are twice as active on Facebook than non-mobile users. 

· There are more than 200 mobile operators in 60 countries working to deploy and promote Facebook mobile products 

The « facebook page » could be a mean of connection between the cinema and the people, not only in Russia but all over the world. On the page people can upload pictures of them in Moscow or at the cinema for example, and those can be projected, all the projected pictures will be put in an album, that is part of the page. The page will be moderated by the staff.

Other than photos, short films and teasers can also be projected.

Pushkinsky cinema, a cinema outside out!!!!!

► Process it & Access it

A new level in  a city is like a new dimension, a whole new world.

The cinema possess a massive flat roof, shall we just leave it to be a massive flat roof ?? NO!

Let this be the new dimension of our city, we can create a path to the top of the building on which our huge roof can be converted into a little park, totally separate to the city. A park offering generous views of the rest of the city, and the whole square

the path will be on top of an extension, it will be slope, combined with a staircase, bikes can go up aswell, and in winter even sledges, for security barriers will be added.

New dimensions given by a new floor,

In a skyscraper each flor is a different world, so close and yet so distant from the actual city, the fell is unique, a similar feel can be observed when standing on a balcony, you see the city, live it, yet you are still at home.

► Enter it

The entrance of a building is capital! It is the first thing you see of a building, and you know that it's first impressions that are important,

We are already projecting outside, but inside aswell.

Imagine a movie premiere, we can project pictures and snippits from the movie all over, really giving the building the movie theme

The movie timetable will be projected

the entrance and the inside of the extension ( square doughnut ) is designed with a simple bright palette using wood and white surfaces, light and colour are capital, here is an example, this example I prefer to use it in a residential building, because the time people spend at home is far superior to the time they spend in the cinema, but I believe it is important and deserves to be taken in account here

Patients in recovery rooms full of natural

light take less pain medication, and, days

after surgery, they report lower stress

levels. Their hastened healing may be due

to sunlight's ability to stimulate

serotonin production, which helps regulate

mood, sleep, and sex drive. Sunlight also

increases vitamin D, which is believed to

help prevent many chronic illnesses. And

exposure to an hour of morning sunlight

each day helps people fall asleep at night

by regulating the melatonin cycle.

Melatonin, also known chemically as N-acetyl-5-

methoxytryptamine, is a naturally occurring compound found in

animals, plants, and microbes. In animals, circulating levels

of the hormone melatonin vary in a daily cycle, thereby

allowing the entrainment of the circadian rhythms of several

biological functions.

Soaking up the sun isn't the only

way to use your window: Don't

forget to look out of it from time

to time. Research shows that

pausing to view scenes of nature

actually helps us to refocus our

attention, and people who sit near

windows are healthier, happier,

more tolerant, and more

enthusiastic toward work. One study

found that prisoners whose cells

offered views of nature were sick

24 percent less frequently than

others. 

Other to that a simple minimalistic style will be chosen, see project board.

► Dupont it!

Not part of project board it is a rule in the completion, that says that we should use at least one Dupont material

Remember the whole projection story, well, we have to project on something, don't we ? 

The side of the building and the façades of the new extension will be refurbished with the Dupont Corian® Exterior Cladding, giving a white tone, and making this a good projection surface

The entrance will receive a new glass coating in SentryGlas®

► The square doughnut

This is the name I gave to the extension of the building due to it's shape

it is a path going up and then down around the building, it will give extra access points, and can serve as hub, with a café, snack shop, memorabilia etc.

All in all the building has been transformed from a « box » in the middle of a plaza into an extension of the plaza, the building will live with the plaza, and not hinder it.
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